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So he came to Palencia, and plighted his troth to
Ximena most willingly ; but he placed her with his
mother, vowing that he would not take her to his own
house till he should have fought five battles against the
Moors. Of course he fulfilled his vow ; and after-
wards he made a pilgrimage to Compostella. In the
midst of this journey the Ballads give one of those acts
of devotion which so strangely blend with the ferocious
pride of the age. A poor leper called to Rodrigo for
aid from the midst of a quagmire. He not only set
the man on his own horse, but, on reaching an inn,
ate with, him at the same table and lay down to rest
in the same bed. In the middle of the night he
missed the leper, and, after searching for him in vain,
he beheld a man in robes of white, who declared that
he was indeed St. Lazarus, who had appeared under
the form of a leper, and went on to promise him
victories and blessings untold.
Rodrigo was knighted by King Fernando, and did
good service in his wars. The names of Cid and
Campeador were then given him. Cid the Spaniards
consider equivalent to AI Said, the Arabic for chief;
Campeador, his chronicler says, means the person
who chose the place for encamping, though it is also
explained to mean Champion. Quarrels soon broke
out among the children of Fernando I. after his death.
Sancho, the eldest, thought himself injured by the
division, and attacking Alfonso, defeated him and shut
him up in the convent of Sahagun, whence he escaped
to the protection of Al Maimon, the Moorish king of
Toledo. Garcia was in like manner subdued and im-
prisoned at Luna, then Elvira was deprived of Toro,
and lastly Sancho attacked Zamora. Urraca. would
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